
Lake home’s hardscape 
design is a low-maintenance 
solution for driveway, patios

Plaza Landscaping is a full-service landscape 
supplier and contractor, with services rang-
ing from lawn maintenance and profession-
al landscape design to offering hardscape 
expertise in retaining walls and paving 
stones. In addition to hardscape products, 
Plaza’s garden center also offers trees, 
shrubs, annuals and perennials to custom-
ers, including contractors and the public.

“In this lakeshore home project, we used 
several new products including a new color of Willow Creek’s Slatestone Grande, a large paving 
slab that complements the Slatestone paver family,” said Dick Rocklin, owner of Plaza Landscap-
ing with his son-in-law, Shawn Prihoda. “We also used VERSA-LOK retaining walls in the project 
and finishing components from VERSA-LOK and Willow Creek.” 

The project features VERSA-LOK Standard retaining, seat and tiered walls and columns in the 
Lakeshore Blend color. Patios, walkways and the driveway use Willow Creek Slatestone and 
Slatestone Grande in a new color, Shor, developed for its Select Series pavers. Borders around 
the paver fields are Willow Creek Tekstone in Brown and Dekrastone in Mocha. Willow Creek 
Bullnose and Capstone units as well as VERSA-LOK Stair Treads finish off the hardscape features.

“This project came together beautifully, with the help of our VERSA-LOK Midwest sales rep Jared 
Kanz and the involvement of the homeowners Bill and Kay Hay on the design and selection of 
colors,” said Rocklin. “Many of our projects are near lakes, and we are experts in using retaining 
walls for shoreline protection and erosion control.” 

Established in 2005, Plaza Landscaping has an 8,000-square-foot retail landscaping supply store 
with full-service professional design and installation services. A new 60” video system helps 
showcase Plaza’s hardscape selections, including Willow Creek paving stones and VERSA-LOK 
retaining walls. VERSA-LOK retaining walls are manufactured at Willow Creek Concrete Products 
in Faribault and Kimball, Minn., as well as other authorized manufacturers around the United 
States. 

A video overview of the project is on the VERSA-LOK Midwest YouTube channel. 
VERSA-LOK Midwest is supplier of landscape, erosion control and underground 
utility products including Willow Creek paving stones and VERSA-LOK retaining 
walls. VERSA-LOK Midwest serves Minnesota, western Wisconsin, Iowa, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, eastern Montana and northern Wyoming. VER-
SA-LOK Midwest also provides a full range of services for landscaping needs: 
project budgeting, preliminary engineering, estimating and contractor recom-
mendations for final construction.

“I would like to thank all those involved in this project, including Jared, Shawn 
and his crew, the Hays family and our staff involved in this project,” said Rocklin. 
“It is an honor for Plaza Landscaping to be awarded the cover of the new catalog.” 

LOCATION:
Albert Lea, MN

OWNER:
Private residence

DESIGNER/INSTALLER:
Plaza Landscaping, Albert Lea, 
MN

MANUFACTURER:
Willow Creek Paving Stones, 
Faribault, MN

SOLUTION: 
Willow Creek Paving Stones 
Slatestone & Slatestone Grande 
in Shor for patios/driveway and 
Tekstone in Brown and Dekra-
stone in Mocha for borders.
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